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Sean and Davis,
We would like to get direction on what EPA considers significant sheen or visual contamination in the 
sediment grabs collected during the surface sediment sampling. The FSP for the sediment sampling 
states that sediment or water from the power grab sampler with significant sheen should be contained 
and characterized for disposal onshore. During today’s oversight, Julee has started observing sediment 
with traces of petroleum hydrocarbon sheen (see attached photograph) that are not being considered a 
significant sheen or sediment being contained for disposal. Do you have any direction on what EPA 
considers a significant sheen or contamination requiring containerizing? Certainly, power grabs that 
result in a sheen to the river during sample retrieval would be considered significant and IDW 
containerized with BMPs implemented to control sheens to the river. This will become more of an issue 
as the sampling gets closer to the Gasco site.

Thank you,
Howard
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